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Pennsylvanians for Human Life / SWR 

 

Butler Chapter 
In this issue: 

 Farm Show Booth 

 Pro-Life Banquet 

 40 Days of Life 

 National Pro-Life Momen-

tum 

 State Success on Pro-Life 

Legislation 

 Donations and  more . . .  

Summer 2011 

Three Opportunities to Participate Pro-Life!!!  

 

President: Bob Cararie 

Editor: Tom Patterson 

The annual Butler Farm Show is a great upcoming opportunity for PHL members to educate 

the public about the sanctity of life.  Our backdrop will illustrate the development of a pre-

born baby in monthly stages.  We will also have a short video showing a pre-born baby suck-

ing her thumb and moving in her motherôs womb.  How could someone see these images and 

not decide that a life exists? 

 

Mark your calendar now: August 8th-13th. We are in need of several more volunteers to man 

the booth, especially for the Saturday night 7-9 p.m. time slot.  Substitute workers are always 

needed as well.  If you are able to help, email info@phlbutler.org to offer your time.  Please 

make sure to stop by and visit with your friends and neighbors that are pro-life at the Butler 

Farm Show booth. 

 

Brian Ellisô Community Night, scheduled for August 8th from 4-8 p.m. at the Butler Farm 

Show Grounds, is another chance to testify to life.  Volunteers are needed to assist at our ta-

ble.  Please call Mary Jo (283-4384) or Betty (287-4955) if you can help for an hour or two. 

 

Finally, the pro-life event of the year in Pennsylvania is coming to our area in 2011.  Penn-

sylvania Pro-Life Federationôs Celebrate Life! Banquet will be held on Wednesday, October 

12, 2011, at the Four Points by Sheraton in the Mars/Cranberry Twp area.  This year, former 

U.S. Senator Rick Santorum will be addressing the crowd.  Donôt miss an opportunity to 

share time with like-minded pro-lifers and hear this dynamic speaker.  A registration form, 

including details about becoming a sponsor for this exciting event, is included in this news-

letter. 
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Pro-Life Momentum at the Federal Level 

The 2010 Congressional elections witnessed a huge pro-life shift within Congress.  In the 

House of Representatives, the recent elections removed 40 career pro-abortion incumbents.  

Additionally, ñpro-lifeò House Democrats who had originally pledged to vote against health-

care ñreformò unless is contained express language denying any federal funding for abor-

tions, but who later supported the final bill, fared poorly.  At least 12 of these representatives 

who abandoned their high-profile opposition to healthcare were replaced by pro-life chal-

lengers.  In about 25 other cases, pro-lifers of both parties were replaced (either through re-

tirement or defeat) by firmly pro-life representatives.  In fact, in only one district in the entire 

nation did a firmly pro-life incumbent lose to a firmly pro-abortion challenger.  This should 

translate into a pro-life shift of between 40 and 55 votes, depending upon the issue. 

 

In the Senate, where only one-third of seats were up for election, there was a net shift in the 

pro-life direction of four to seven votes, depending upon the issue.  No senator was replaced 

by a successor with a weaker pro-life record on abortion.  Additionally, Senate seats already 

in pro-life hands were successfully defended this past election cycle.  Pennsylvanians will 

recall pro-life Pat Toomey (R) defeating pro-abortion Joe Sestak (D) for the Senate seat for-

merly held by pro-abortion Arlen Specter. 

 

Of course, the 2010 election did not include the top office in the land.  President Obama still 

has the ability to promote anti-life policies through executive order and the use of his veto 

power, but the improvement in Congress should limit the damage on the federal level until 

the next election cycle.  In 2012, President Obama and 33 Senators (23 of whom caucus with 

the president's party) will face voters again. 

 

On the federal scene, positive pro-life developments have occurred in 2011: 

 

House of Representatives Votes to Defund Planned Parenthood 
 

On February 18, 2011, the House of Representatives adopted an amendment, 240-185, to cut 

off federal funds to Planned Parenthood Federation of America (PPFA) and 102 PPFA affili-

ates.  The amendment was offered by Mike Pence (R-IN) and attached to a measure to fund 

all federal agencies through September 30, 2011. 
 

Of the vote, National Right to Life Committee (NRLC) Legislative Director Douglas John-

son remarked, ñThis landmark vote demonstrates that most House members now recognize 

Planned Parenthood is a hyper-political, under-regulated, out-of-control mega-marketer of 

abortion as a method of birth control.ò 
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Donations 

LifeLine  
 

In Memory of:  

St. Martin De Porres by 

Patricia & Wm. Liberto 

Cindy DeSantis by Mary 

Jo Koch 

Helen A. Furka by Mary Jo 

Koch 

Richard Rodgers, Sr. by 

Wife, Eleanor 

Veronica Eury by Angela 

M. Luksik 

Veronica Eury by Patricia 

M. Luksik-Olsen 

Mabel A. Martin by Joseph 

& Rose Stumpf 

Veronica Eury by Diane 

Givan 

Veronica Eury by David 

Eury 

Paul & Dorothy Brewer by 

Marlen Lang 

 
 

In Honor of : 

Dr. Tolentino, upon his re-

tirement by Mike & Liz 

Spohn 
 

 

Other Lifeline Donations: 

 Dorothy DeSantis 

 Patt & Ray Saeler 

 St. Johnôs Reformed 

Church of Butler Twshp 

 Patricia & Wm. Liberto 

 Joseph A Lutz 

 Presbyterian Women of 

Butler - Hill U.P. Church 

 Mary Manculich 

 Eric & Lacey Altman 

 

 

To the Dear Life Savers 

  Love from all your little 

  ones and happy Moms 

PHL  
 

In Honor  of: 

Father Gary Stakem, OFM 

Cap 85th Birthday by 

Mike & Liz Spohn 

Father Harry Bielewicz 

(25th anniversary of his 

ordination) by Mike & Liz 

Spohn 

 

 

Other PHL  Donations: 

 Cheryl B. Elder 

 Carol Foster Appraisals 

Visit the PHL Website 
You are invited to visit PHL online!  Our website, phlbutler.org, contains past editions of our 

newsletter, lots of great links to other pro-life resources, current action alerts and other useful 

and interesting information. 
 

If you are interested in receiving legislative alerts or receiving the newsletter electronically, 

please contact Marj Vincent at marjvincent@zoominternet.net.  
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Pro-Life Progress/Agenda in Pennsylvania 
Now that our state has a pro-life governor and pro-life majorities in both the state Senate and 

House, pro-life legislation is advancing!  When the Pennsylvania General Assembly returns 

from its summer recess in mid-September, it is expected to consider two bills. 
 

The first of these, Senate Bill 3, explicitly prohibits abortion coverage in taxpayer-supported 

insurance plans that will be created as a result of the federal Patient Protection and Afford-

able Care Act ("Obamacare").  The second, Senate Bill 732, holds abortion clinics to the 

same fire and safety standards, personnel and equipment requirements, and quality assurance 

procedures as other freestanding ambulatory surgical facilities.  Please contact your state 

representatives and urge them to support both of these legislative efforts. 
 

Additionally, the General Assembly is expected to begin work on an Ultrasound Access law, 

which would require that a woman seeking an abortion be given the option of seeing her ul-

trasound and seeing/hearing her unborn child's heartbeat. 
 

Pennsylvaniaôs recent shift mirrors that experienced by other states.  Oklahoma, Kansas, 

Idaho and Alabama have passed the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, which pro-

tects from abortion children capable of feeling pain, except in limited cases.  Eight states 

have opted out of abortion coverage under ñObamacare,ò two states have passed new ultra-

sound laws, four states have denied state-directed funding for organizations that perform 

abortions, and five states have legislated to more closely regulate abortion clinics. 

40 Days of Life 
The Fall dates for 40 Days for Life will be Sept. 28th-Nov. 6th.  For 40 days, from 7am to 

7pm, participants stand in front of the Planned Parenthood office on Liberty Avenue in Pitts-

burgh, in a peaceful, prayerful vigil to stop abortions.  Groups of Pro-Lifers can sign up for 

the date and time of their choice; time slots are: 7am-11am, 11am-3pm, 3pm-7pm.  For more 

information, contact: Nikki Bruni at 412-926-9413 or nbruni@comcast.net. 

From the Chairman 
We are continuing our Pro-Life work and are seeing some results.  This work requires dedi-

cated persons who are willing to do more than just ñagreeò with what we are doing.  If you 

ever thought that you should get involved, now is the time.  We have local politicians who 

will stand up for life; we are seeing a backlash against Planned Parenthood; we have seen 

many states pass pro-life legislation.  For this to continue, we need active members.  Please 

contact us and volunteer to help NOW!!  Thanks! 

Page 3 

Pro-Life Momentum (continued) 

House of Representatives Votes to Permanently Ban Federal Funding of Abortion 
 

On May 4, 2011, the House voted 251-175 in favor of the No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion 

Act.  The bill makes permanent the patchwork of laws that had previously limited federal 

funding for the practice.  Best known among these was the Hyde Amendment, which had to 

be passed annually and only covered funds directed through the annual Heath and Human 

Services appropriations bill.  The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ñObamacareò) 

enacted in 2010 permitted new avenues for federal funding of abortion not governed by the 

Hyde Amendment or other statutory restrictions. 
 

NRLCôs Douglas Johnson on the landmark bill and efforts to prevent its implementation: 

ñThere are over one million Americans who are alive today because of the Hyde Amendment 

policy  ð but President Obama, although he claims to seek abortion reduction, continues to 

work against that policy.  The White House veto threat demonstrates yet again that President 

Obama is determined to expand federal subsidies for abortion on demand  ð despite his ver-

bal smokescreens.  The 175 House Democrats who voted against the bill will be firmly 

marked as supporters of federal subsidies for elective abortion.ò 
 

Senate Blocks High-Profile Pro-Abortion Judicial Appointment  
 

On May 19, 2011, a strengthened pro-life block in the Senate blocked the appointment of pro

-abortion judicial nominee Goodwin Liu to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  

Liu, a law professor at the University of California, Berkeley, had written out against Justice 

Roberts as a threat to ñabortion rightsò during the latterôs nomination to the Supreme Court.  

If confirmed to the Ninth Circuit, Liu would have been one step away from appointment to 

the Supreme Court.  Shortly after falling short of the votes needed to proceed, Liu wrote 

President Obama asking the president to withdraw his nomination. 
 

House of Representatives Votes to Prohibit Discrimination Against Pro-Life Doctors 
 

May 25, 2011 saw the House adopt an NRLC-backed amendment that prohibited ñteaching 

health centersò which receive certain federal funds for graduate medical education from dis-

criminating against pro-life health care providers.  Passed 234-182, the measure also denied 

the use of any federal funds in the program for the purpose of providing abortions or training 

in abortion, with narrow exceptions. 
 

Again, there remains a pro-abortion Senate, and President Obama has consistently defended 

the pro-abortion ideology, vetoing or threatening to veto pro-life legislation.  Still, the above 

accomplishments are not insignificant, as they demonstrate the will of the people and the po-

tential for permanent pro-life change on the federal scene if similar electoral gains are made 

in the Senate and at the executive level. 
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