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Pennsylvanians for Human Life / SWR 

 

Butler Chapter 
In this issue: 

 Farm Show Reminder 

 President Obamaôs Record 

on Life Issues 

 Legislative Update: Pro-

Life Act 

 Euthanasia in Practice 

 Donations, Thank You's 

and  more . . .  

Summer 2010 

Education Saves Lives  -  See Us at the Farm Show! 

 

President: Bob Cararie 

Editor: Tom Patterson 

The Butler Farm Show and Brian Ellisô Community Night are two upcoming opportunities 

for PHL members to educate the public about the evils of abortion.  We will once again have 

a short video showing pre-born babiesô development.  How could someone see these images 

and not decide that a life exists while the fetus is still in the womb? 

 

If you have volunteered at the Farm Show event before, please say ñyesò to take a time slot 

when Izzy calls.  If you havenôt participated in the past but would like to share several hours 

handing out literature and asking people who pass by our booth to view the video, please 

email us at info@phlbutler.org and weôll add you to our calling list. 

 

Mark your calendar now - August 9th-14th.  Please make sure to stop by and visit with your 

friends and neighbors that are also prolife at the Butler Farm Show booth.  Together we can 

make a difference, one person at a time. 

 

Brian Ellisô Community Night is scheduled for August 19th, from 4-8 pm.  We are looking 

for volunteers to help with setup/takedown. 

mailto:info@phlbutler.org


Page 2 

Protect Life Act (HR 5111) 

As you are aware, Congress has given our Nation a healthcare ñreformò package, which has 

the potential for allowing taxpayer funding of abortion.  Even though President Obama 

signed an Executive Order to stop such funding, there are significant loopholes: 

 

 The Executive Order does not change the accounting gimmick in the health-

care bill through which federal subsidies will be used to pay for plans that 

cover abortion. 

 

 The Executive Order does not address the fact that the Department of Health 

& Human Services could consider abortion a preventative service, therefore 

mandating that every individual and group health plan be required to cover it. 

 

 The healthcare bill directly appropriates nearly $11 billion in taxpayer funds 

for co-ops and high-risk insurance pool programs ï which are unregulated by 

the Executive Order and allow for taxpayer funded abortion. 

 

 A statutory mandate construed by the courts would override any Executive 

Order. 

 

 A subsequent law passed by Congress would override any Executive Order. 

 

Congressman Joe Pitts has proposed a legislative solution to this potential taxpayer funding 

of abortion: the Protect Life Act (HR 5111).  Please contact your Congressperson (Jason Alt-

mire or Kathy Dahlkemper) and ask them to sign on as cosponsors of HR 5111.  Both Alt-

mire and Dahlkemper just won their Primary election races and both have stated that they are 

Pro-Life.  Let us give them a chance to prove that to us before the November election. 

 

Contact Information: 

Jason Altmire:  202 225 2565    or  www.house.gov/altmire 

 

Kathy Dahlkemper: 202 225 5406   or  www.house.gov/dahlkemper 
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Donations 

LifeLine  
 

In Memory of:  

Marney Haddad by Kathy 

Smith 

Rita Hinterlang by Harold 

& Gloria Schnur, and by 

Peter & Mary Cherry 

Lillian M. Dorsch by Hus-

band, Charles Dorsch 

Jane Burdic by Mary Jo 

Koch 

Father Paul Marx, OSB, & 

Father James E. Griffiths 

by Veronica Griffiths 

Sons, David & Peter by 

Mother 

Josephine & David Mon-

sour by Mary Jo Koch 

Mid Collins by Marie 

Horan 

Anne Keenan by Mary Jo 

Koch 

 

In Honor  of: 

Joan Groutt Jonesð98th 

Birthday by Niece, Mary 

Jo Koch 

 

 

 

 
 

Other Lifeline Donations: 

 Cheryl & John Cupps 

 Patricia & William Lib-

erto 

 Paul Garcia 

 Joseph Lutz 

 St. Johnôs Reformed 

Church of Butler Twp 

 St. Joseph Parish, Cabot 

 Mark Percy, UPS, Payroll 

Deduction 

 Dee Bacher 

 Our Lady of the Blessed 

Sacrament Parish, Na-

trona Heights 

 St. Paul Catholic 

Women / Christian Moth-

ers & Parish, Butler 

 Frank Miseyka 

 Cathy Hemphill 

 Womenôs Council of St. 

Peter R.C. Church & Par-

ish Members, Butler 

 2nd Grace Shop / 1st U. 

Methodist Church, Butler 

 Marj Vincent 

 Butler Women of the 

Church of God 

 Patt & Ray Saeler 

 Themla Sobeck 

 Anonymous  

PHL  
 

In Memory of:  

Paul & Dorothy Lang by 

Son, Marlen Lang 

Elisa DeMatteis Thomas by 

Niece, Carol Foster 

 

Other PHL  Donations: 

 Paul & Patricia Herbert 

 Rich & Rosie Becker 

 Gala Hindman 

 Mary Rekich 

 Marj Vincent  

 

http://www.house.gov/altmire
http://www.house.gov/dahlkemper
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Visit the PHL Website 
You are invited to visit PHL online!  Our website, phlbutler.org, contains past editions of our 

newsletter, lots of great links to other pro-life resources, current action alerts and other useful 

and interesting information. 
 

If you are interested in receiving legislative alerts or receiving the newsletter electronically, 

please contact Marj Vincent at marjvincent@zoominternet.net.  

Motherôs Day Tribute  -- Thank You, Betty! 
Again this year, PHL sponsored the Motherôs Day Tribute in the Butler Eagle, to honor our 

mothers, living and deceased. PHL has been sponsoring this Tribute for nearly 30 years now, 

mostly due to the hard work of Betty Furka.  In addition to honoring those who have given 

the gift of Life, the Tribute serves as the main fundraiser for the local Chapter of Pennsylva-

nians for Human Life. 

 

The Butler Chapter of PHL formed in 1972, in the year before the Supreme Court legalized 

abortion in our country.  As the chapter grew and took on numerous projects related to edu-

cation, legislation and services for mothers, it became necessary to find ways to fund these 

activities. 

 

A group of women, who belonged to the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, offered to 

help gather names of Mothers, for a small donation per name, which would be listed in the 

Butler Eagle as a tribute to the gift of Life that they had shared with their families.  The num-

ber of names grew rapidly and, under the leadership of Betty Furka, the number of Churches 

participating in the project also grew.  The Tribute this year covered two pages of the paper, 

included approximately 2,000 names and earned a profit of over $1,000 for PHL. 

 

PHL is pleased to have continued this partnership with the Butler Eagle and is especially 

pleased to salute Betty, and her faithful volunteers, for their untiring work in producing the 

Motherôs Day Tribute. 

phlbutler.org 
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Obamaôs Record on Life 

Halfway into President Obama's second year in office, it is worthwhile reviewing his record 
on life issues.  It's a record replete with appointments and actions against life. 

Post Election / Pre-Inauguration 

Notable Pro-Abortion Appointments 

 Representative Rahm Emanuel - White House Chief of Staff (Nov 5, 2008).  
Emanuel had compiled 0% pro-life voting record according to the National Right to 
Life Committee (NRLC). 

 Former Senator Tom Daschle - Secretary, Health & Human Services (Nov 19, 2008).  
Daschle had a long pro-abortion voting record according to NRLC.  Daschle later 
withdrew his name from consideration amid a controversy over unpaid taxes. 

 Former NARAL legal director Dawn Johnson - Dept. of Justice Review Team (Nov 
20, 2008). 

 Former Emily's List director Ellen Moran - White House Communications Director 
(Nov 24, 2008).  Emily's List only supported candidates who favored taxpayer-
funded abortions and opposed the partial-birth abortion ban. 

 Former Emily's List board member Melody Barnes - Director, Domestic Policy 
Council (Nov 24, 2008). 

 Senator Hillary Clinton - Secretary of State (Nov 30, 2008).  Clinton had a solid pro-
abortion voting record and favored making unlimited abortion an international right. 

 Former Clinton official Jeanne Lambrew - Director, White House Office of Health 
Reform (Dec 10, 2008). 

 Virginia Governor Tim Kaine - Chairman, Democratic Party (Jan 5, 2009). 

 Attorney Thomas Perrelli - 3rd highest lawyer in Justice Department (Jan 6, 2009).  
Perrelli represented Terri Schiavo's husband in his successful efforts to kill his dis-
abled wife. 

As President 

Notable Pro-Abortion Appointments 

 David Ogden - Deputy Attorney General (Jan 29, 2009). 

 Elena Kagan - Solicitor General (Feb 12, 2009). 

 Kathleen Sebelius - Secretary, Health & Human Services (Feb 28, 2009). 
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Notable Pro-Abortion Appointments (continued) 

 Federal Judge David Hamilton - 7th Circuit Court of Appeals (Mar 17, 2009). 

 Professor Harold Hongju Koh - Lead Lawyer, State Department (Apr 7, 2009). 

 Ron Weich - Assistant Attorney General, Legislative Affairs (Apr 8, 2009). 

 New York City health commissioner Thomas Frieden - head of Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (May 15, 2009). 

 Appeals Court Judge Sonia Sotomayor - Supreme Court Justice (May 26, 2009).  
Sotomayor believes the courts should make policy, such as Roe v. Wade, and was 
opposed by pro-life groups. 

 Elena Kagan - Supreme Court Justice (May 10, 2010).  Kagan was strongly opposed 
by pro-life groups. 

 Supporter of British health care rationing, Donald Berwick - Dir, Center for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services (May 27, 2010). 

Notable Pro-Abortion Actions 

 Released statement reaffirming his support for Roe v. Wade (Jan 22, 2009). 

 Signed executive order overturning Mexico City Policy, which had prevented tax-
payer funds from supporting pro-abortion groups advancing abortion in other coun-
tries (Jan 23, 2009). 

 Began process of overturning pro-life conscience protection for medical centers and 
staff (Feb 27, 2009). 

 Excluded pro-life groups from White House - sponsored health care summit (Mar 5, 
2009).  Planned Parenthood and other pro-abortion groups were invited. 

 Signed executive order forcing taxpayer funding of embryonic stem cell research 
(Mar 10, 2009). 

 Signed executive order establishing new agency, White House Council on Women 
and Girls, with abortion advocate Tina Tchen as its director. 

 Announced $50 million for UNFPA, a population control agency that has worked 
closely with Chinese population control officials and has been criticized for promot-
ing abortion worldwide (Mar 26, 2009). 

 Administration released document claiming pro-lifers might pursue violence or ex-
tremism (Apr 14, 2009). 

 New budget permitted the Legal Services Corporation to use tax dollars to fund pro-
abortion litigation (May 8, 2009).  Budget also called for taxpayer-funded abortion in 
nation's capital. 

Obamaôs Record on Life (contôd) 
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Notable Pro-Abortion Actions (continued) 

 Called for an unlimited right to abortion at a UN meeting (July 2, 2009). 

 Instructed National Institutes of Health to allow embryonic stem cell research (July 
31, 2009). 

 Authorized taxpayer support for embryonic stem cell research (Dec 3, 2009). 

 Endorsed pro-abortion Senate health care bill (Dec 7, 2009). 

 Signed bill overturning 13-year ban on taxpayer funding of abortion in nation's capi-
tal (Dec 17, 2009). 

 Submitted new budget with taxpayer funding of abortions and money for Planned 
Parenthood (Feb 2, 2010). 

 Ordered military hospitals and health centers to carry morning after pill (Feb 5, 
2010). 

 Decided to pursue controversial reconciliation process to pass pro-abortion health 
care bill (Mar 3, 2010). 

 Signed pro-abortion health care into law despite widespread public opposition (Mar 
22, 2010). 

 Recognized by World Health Organization as promoting abortion worldwide (Apr 
15, 2010). 

Obamaôs Record on Life (contôd) 

Belgium legalized euthanasia in 2002 with a law stating that patient consent must be given 

and the procedure must be carried out by a doctor.  A recent study published in the Canadian 

Medical Association Journal reveals that these rules are routinely ignored. 

 

In fact, nearly half of all deaths by euthanasia -- which accounts for two percent of all deaths 

annually -- involve patients that have not explicitly requested their lives be ended by a doc-

tor.  20% of interviewed nurses admitted being involved in the killing of a patient on the 

"assumption" that he/she would want to die.  Almost half of the nurses took part in 

"terminations without request or consent."  On top of that, doctors are delegating the admin-

istering of fatal drugs to nurses, in another violation of the law. 

 

Obviously, even if the law were being followed to the letter, it would be grotesque and im-

moral.  However, Belgium's experience just shows how such an evil practice, once accepted, 

becomes even more widespread and abusive. 

Euthanasia Law in Practice 


